S p i l l m a n n (1967, quoted by H o l č i k , 1972) and B a n a r e s c u (1968, quoted by H o l č i k , 1972) , who studied the systematics of bullhead in France and Romania, found that the bullhead inhabiting the water-bodies of both countries was not Ameiurus nebulosus (Le Suer, 1819) , but rather Ameiurus melas (Rafinesque,1820) . Brown bullhead (A. nebulosus) was introduced in Europe from North America, firstly in France in 1871 (S o t i r o v , 1968) . Rearing began in Germany, from which bullhead spread troughout the Continent (M a l e t i n , 1982). The identification of Ameiurus species is difficult (K o tt e l a t , 1997), and there is still a great deal of confusion over their distinctiveness. 0 24'54.6''), we collected two specimens with gill nets. They were held in an aquarium until the 20 th of June, when they were analyzed. Their weight (W) was 48.8 g and 97.5 g, their standard length (Ls) 145 mm and 183 mm, respectively. Data on all specimens analyzed are presented in Table 1 .
In view of the recognized difficulties in identifying A. melas, particularly because of its great morphological resemblance to A. nebulosus, we recommend the following key to Ameiurus species of North America (http://collections.oeb.harvard.edu) :
Key to Ameiurus species Table 1 . Length, weight, and meristic traits of A. melas specimens studied from the Danube side channel "Jojkić" (n=10) and from the Savsko Jezero Lake (n=2). 
